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The “uncanny boundary between life and death” feature in two of the best of Edgar Allan Poe’s famous collection of short stories, Tales of Mystery and Imagination, which are told when in situ: presents its latest production at The Leper Chapel. 
The area's leading environmental theatre company presents a one-man show at the atmospheric Newmarket Road 12th-century venue, which is Cambridge’s oldest building, as director Richard Spaul takes centre stage, telling ‘The Premature Burial’ – one of the most extraordinary short stories ever written – and ‘Thou Art the Man’.
Richard explains: “Tales of Mystery and Imagination is a big collection of 50-odd tales. I’ve had to choose two. There are many brilliant tales but these seem to me to best capture the essence of Poe’s peculiar genius, which is all about the uncanny boundary between life and death, where the dead seem alive and the living seem dead. The metaphor of premature burial encapsulates this ambiguity in a terrifying and fascinating way. As for ‘Thou art the Man’, it has one of the most extraordinarily gruesome and unexpected denouements I’ve ever come across.”

The tales are interspersed with haunting songs from English Folk and American Blues traditions.
Tickets for an 8pm performance on June 3 of Tales of Mystery and Imagination are £12 (£10 concessions) and can be booked via: www.insitutheatre.co.uk
They can be bought on the door from 7.30pm on the day, but space is limited, so advance booking is recommended.
NOTES TO EDITORS:
In situ: has been presenting site-specific productions for the past 17 years in venues as diverse as houses in Cambridge, The Leper Chapel and Wandlebury Country Park. It has also produced sold-out shows at Brighton Fringe.
Productions have ranged from War of the Worlds and Psycho, to The Cherry Orchard, King Lear, Hedda Gabler and Decameron.
For more information, or to arrange an interview with Richard Spaul, contact Richard on 01223 211451 or richard@insitutheatre.co.uk, or Cyrus Pundole at cpundole@yahoo.co.uk or 07973 515332.
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